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 The remaining, unrecovered planting cost of plantcane and stubble cane sugarcane crops are 
determined by the actual planting cost in the year in which the sugarcane crop was planted.  The costs of 
planting will vary from year-to-year depending upon many factors which include cost of seed cane, fuel, 
fertilizer, chemicals, etc.  Therefore, the estimated planting cost in the year in which the sugarcane crop 
was planted, as well as the expected number of years of harvest, forms the basis for prorating costs 
(unrecovered planting costs) over the life of the sugarcane crop cycle.   
 
 The estimated costs of planting sugarcane are prorated by age based on remaining production.  
Two sugarcane crop production cycles are common in Louisiana: (a.) a 4-year cycle and (b.) a 5-year 
cycle.  For the 4-year cycle, the first year of fallow/plant operations is followed by three years of harvest 
(i.e., plant cane, first stubble and second stubble crops).  Percentage values used to prorate sugarcane 
planting costs over a 4-year/3-harvest crop cycle are: plant cane crop – 100%, first stubble crop – 67% 
and second stubble crop – 33%.  For the 5-year cycle, the first year of fallow/plant operations is followed 
by four years of harvest (i.e., plant cane, first stubble, second stubble and third stubble crops).  
Percentage values used to prorate sugarcane planting costs over a 5-year/4-harvest crop cycle are: plant 
cane crop – 100%, first stubble crop – 75%, second stubble crop – 50% and third stubble – 25%.  The 
estimated prorated sugarcane planting costs per acre for these two crop cycles in the 2023 crop year 
based upon estimated planting costs in the year of planting (indicated in parenthesis) is shown below in 
Table 1. 

 
Table 1.  Variable and Total Prorated Sugarcane Planting Costs for Plant-cane,  

    First-, Second- and Third-Year Stubble Cane in the 2024 Crop Year. 
 
 
Crop stage / Planting method (year planted) 
 

Original 
Allocated 

Planting Cost 
Per Acre in 

Year of Planting 

 
Prorated Planting Cost Value5 

Per Acre in the 2024 Crop Year 

3-Crop Cycle 
(PC, 1ST, 2ND) 

4-Crop Cycle 
(PC, 1ST, 2ND, 3RD) 

 Var. 
Cost 

Total 
Cost 

Var. 
Cost 

Total 
Cost 

Var. 
Cost 

Total 
Cost 

PLANT-CANE CROP 1    

Hand Planted-Cultured Seed Cane (2023) $1,214 $1,458 $1,214 $1,458 $1,214 $1,458 
Hand Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2023) $649 $915 $649 $915 $649 $915 
Hand Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2023) $602 $871 $602 $871 $602 $871 
Machine Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2023) $716 $976 $716 $976 $716 $976 
Machine Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2023) $651 $918 $651 $918 $651 $918 
Machine Planted-Billet Seed Cane (2023) $827 $1,157 $827 $1,157 $827 $1,157 

   

FIRST-YEAR STUBBLE 2     

Hand Planted-Cultured Seed Cane (2022) $922 $1,112 $618  $745  $692  $834  
Hand Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2022) $547 $758 $366  $508  $410  $569  
Hand Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2022) $500 $714 $335  $478  $375  $536  
Machine Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2022) $599 $810 $401  $543  $449  $608  
Machine Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2022) $535 $751 $358  $503  $401  $563  
Machine Planted-Billet Seed Cane (2022) $675 $943 $452  $632  $506  $707  
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SECOND–YEAR STUBBLE 3    

Hand Planted-Cultured Seed Cane (2021) $840 $1,019 $277 $336 $420 $510 
Hand Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2021) $464 $665 $153 $219 $232 $333 
Hand Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2021) $416 $620 $137 $205 $208 $310 
Machine Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2021) $520 $726 $172 $240 $260 $363 
Machine Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2021) $455 $665 $150 $219 $228 $333 
Machine Planted-Billet Seed Cane (2021) $598 $865 $197 $285 $299 $433 

   

THIRD-YEAR STUBBLE 4     

Hand Planted-Cultured Seed Cane (2020) $915 $1,113 -- -- $229 $278 
Hand Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2020) $531 $751 -- -- $133 $188 
Hand Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2020) $484 $705 -- -- $121 $176 
Machine Planted-Propagated Seed Cane (2020) $590 $811 -- -- $147 $203 
Machine Planted-Field Run Seed Cane (2020) $558 $803 -- -- $139 $201 
Machine Planted-Billet Seed Cane (2020) $668 $948 -- -- $167 $237 

   
 

1  The prorated sugarcane planting cost per acre for plant cane in crop year 2024 for sugarcane planted in 2023 is estimated at 

100% of the original 2023 planting cost for both 3-crop and 4-crop production cycles. 

 
2  The prorated sugarcane planting cost per acre for first stubble in crop year 2024 for sugarcane planted in 2022 is estimated at 

67% of the original 2022 planting cost for a 3-crop production cycle and at 75% of the original 2022 planting cost for a 4-crop 

production cycle. 

 
3  The prorated sugarcane planting cost per acre for second stubble in crop year 2024 for sugarcane planted in 2021 is estimated 

at 33% of the original 2021 planting cost for a 3-crop production cycle and at 50% of the original 2021 planting cost for a 4-

crop production cycle. 

 
4  The prorated sugarcane planting cost per acre for third stubble in crop year 2024 for sugarcane planted in 2021 is estimated at 

0% of the original 2020 planting cost for a 3-crop production cycle and at 25% of the original 2020 planting cost for a 4-crop 

production cycle. 

 
5  Variable costs denote costs associated with direct expenses for inputs. Total costs denote costs of not only variable expenses 

but also fixed costs for farm machinery. 
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